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Every beat in this composition corresponds to a year, and every note to a Mars mission launched within that year, as follows:

1960
Marsnik 1
Marsnik 2

1962
Sputnik 22
Mars 1

1964
Mariner 3
Mariner 4
Zond 2

1969
Mariner 6
Mariner 7
Mars 1969A
Mars 1969B

1971
Mariner 8
Kosmos 419
Mars 2
Mars 3
Mariner 9

1973

Mars 4
Mars 5
Mars 6
Mars 7

1975
Viking 1
Viking 2

1988
Phobos 1
Phobos 2

1992
Mars Observer

1996

Mars Global Surveyor
Mars 96

Mars Pathfinder

1998
Nozomi
Mars Climate Orbiter

1999
Mars Polar Lander/Deep Space 2

2001
Mars Odyssey

2003

Mars Express/Beagle 2

Mars Exploration Rover Spirit

Mars Exploration Rover
Opportunity

2005
Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter

2007
Phoenix Mars Lander

2011

Phobos-Grunt/Yunghou 1

Curiosity Rover (Mars Science
Laboratory)

2013
Mars Atmosphere and Volatile
Evolution Mission (MAVEN)

2016
ExoMars 2016

2018
InSight
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